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Ground Geophysical Survey Safety Association Ltd 

ACN 164 523 773 

Annual General Meeting and Safety Forum Minutes 

25 August 2016 8:30am at Department of State 

Development, Training Room 1, Level 7, 101 Grenfell St, 

Adelaide SA 5000 

Present: Phil Palmer (GGSSA Director), Mike Enright (GGSSA Director), Greg Cant (GGSSA Director), 

Kelly Keates (GGSSA Director), Andrew Duncan (GGSSA Director), Cindy Moller (GGSSA 

Administration Officer), Brett Rose, Andrew Fitzpatrick, Kevin Cahill, David McInnes, Bernie Stockill, 

Jean Bernard, Catherine Truffert, Lance Martin, David Allen, Richard Smith, Joel Jansen, Derek Shi, 

Jerry Moller (Pragmaticus Research). 

Apologies: Chris Wijns, Jingping Zhe, Jeremy Barrett, Rosemary Hegarty, Aki Nakamura, Allan Perry, 

Matt Lamont, Zhiqun Shi, Bob Smith, Timothy Pippett, Nicholas Josephs, Barry Long, John Brett, 

Frank Nicholson, Anne Tomlinson. 

Meeting opened 8:48 am. 

1. Phil Palmer welcomed the attendees and introductions were made. 
2. The minutes of the 2015 GGSSA AGM were tabled. 

Motion 1: That the minutes of the 2015 AGM be accepted as an accurate record of the meeting. 
Moved: Andrew Duncan. Seconded: Phil Palmer. Passed. 

3. Phil Palmer presented the Directors’ Report. Areas discussed included: the history of GGSSA, the 
hope to include downhole operators in future, an invitation for members to contribute to the 
GGSSA Guidelines for Electrical Safety, GGSSA is working towards developing guidelines for field 
audits, intention to pass on government information relating to safety in the geophysical 
surveying industry (such as coroners’ reports), ASEG is unable to sponsor GGSSA but will allow us 
to publish articles in their magazine at no charge, GGSSA will present a 5 minute talk at future 
local ASEG meetings to update on our activities. 

4. Cindy Moller presented the Financial Report and explained that collection of some of the 2015 
membership fees was delayed into the 2016 financial year, resulting in variations in the apparent 
profit for the 2015 and 2016 financial years. 

5. As there had been no expressions of interest in the available Director positions, Phil Palmer and 
Kelly Keates stood for re-election unopposed.  
Motion 2: That Phil Palmer and Kelly Keates be re-elected as Directors.  
Moved: Mike Enright. Seconded: Bernie Stockill. Passed. 

6. Phil Palmer spoke regarding the Technical Committee and the need for a new Chair. David Allen 
and David McInnes expressed interest in joining the TC. The first job of the new TC would be to 
review the electrical guidelines. A safety share on split rims is also a priority. 

7. There was a general discussion about audits. Lance Martin spoke about IAGSA’s Technical 
Committee, ‘recommended practices’ vs ‘minimum standards’ and the role of the audit process 
in driving improvement. Mike Enright suggested that audits could be sent to Pragmaticus for 
recording (anonymously). It was agreed that GGSSA could learn a great deal from IAGSA and 
should open a regular, formal dialogue (annual collaboration meeting agreed). 

8. Presentation on the GGSSA Safety Reporting System by Jerry Moller and Cindy Moller from 
Pragmaticus Research, followed by discussion about possible improvements to the survey forms 
and the varying interpretations of the term ‘ATV’ (all-terrain vehicle). There was a general 



2 
 

consensus that it would be helpful to collect more information, especially regarding vehicles. It is 
important that survey form does not exclude possibilities that are not in common use in 
Australia but are common overseas, such as snowmobiles. The possibility of collecting safety 
data from associate members was discussed, which would require clear identification of the 
contractor involved to prevent doubling up. The possibility of including an ‘incident description’ 
text box was raised. It would also be helpful to include the location of the incident, as currently 
the only location information we have is the location of the member’s office. 

9. Mike Enright presented an Incident Review – Potential Fatal Occurrence: IP Survey Cable-
Powerline Interaction. 

10. Phil Palmer presented on Skin Cancer Prevention, drawing on his own personal experience. 
11. There were no other general business items. 
12. Phil Palmer thanked the attendees and closed the meeting. 

 

Meeting closed 12:30 pm. 


