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GGSSA Safety Incident Reporting 
System 

Industry report 

Year 2016 

Quarter 4 
Each report now covers the most recently reported quarter and the three prior quarters to provide 
a rolling annual picture. The indicators shown provide information on: 

Company participation 
Exposure as mobilisation and surveying hours per quarter 
Incidents occurring standardised to rate per 100,000 hours 

Persons injured per 100,000 hours total as an indicator of more severe incidents 
 

Summary  
 

 15 incidents were reported by 12 companies this quarter. There were 5 minor injuries. 
 14 companies were expected to report. 
 Member participation numbers and participation rates have remained stable but two long 

term contributors failed to report this quarter.  
 Surveying hours were lower this quarter but mobilisation hours remained steady. 
 After a surge, last quarter mobilisation incident rates have returned to the average for the 

last year. 
 

 
Prepared by Pragmaticus Research 

 

 Disclaimer: The use of the information and advice provided by GGSSA 
is at member’s risk. GGSSA believe that advice provided by it is 
appropriate and accurate; however, no warranty of accuracy is given. 
The GGSSA does not accept responsibility or liability arising from any 
representation, act or omission and does not accept responsibility or 
liability for any harm or injury caused directly or indirectly by the use 
of advice provided by GGSSA. GGSSA recommends that members 
undertake a risk assessment for all survey work. 
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Only two companies out of 14 listed as operating during the last Quarter failed to lodge returns  

  
 

   
Each incident may have more than one risk level. It is clear that all categories are being used, which 
validates the data provided. Overall there is a 30 percent chance that an incident will include injury to 
one or more persons.  

Jan-Mar
2016

Apr-Jun
2016

Jul-Sep
2016

Oct-Dec
2016

Number of Participating
Members 12 13 12 12

Number of Eligible
Members 14 14 14 14

Participation Rate (%) 86% 93% 86% 86%
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There has been a steady decline in the number of hours spent on surveying over the last year with a 
resurgence in the last quarter. Mobilisation hours on the other hand have remained steady with a 
slight increasing trend.  
 

   
Over the year there has been a trend toward higher incident rates. Incidents rates for the mobilisation 
phase rose sharply in the third quarter and rebounded this quarter.  

2016 Q1 2016 Q2 2016 Q3 2016 Q4

Industry Mobilisation
hours 5449 6229.75 7028.25 11999.85

Industry Survey hours 57152.5 55945.75 42009.5 80764.23
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2016 Q1 2016 Q2 2016 Q3 2016 Q4

Industry survey incident
rates 7.00 12.51 23.80 16.67

Industry mobilisation
incident rates 36.70 48.16 142.28 16.10
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 The rate of persons injured per 100,000 hours of exposure is an indicator of incidents at the more 
severe end of the scale. In the third quarter, two persons were reported as injured during mobilisation 
resulting in the sudden rise in the chart. This is a very sensitive measure and as expected the measure 
return to its usual lower level. All companies have received individual company history reports. 

 
 

  

2016 Q1 2016 Q2 2016 Q3 2016 Q4

Mobilisation persons
injured rate 0.00 0.00 28.46 0

Surveying persons injured
rates 5.25 1.79 0.00 6.19
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GGSSA Safety Incident Reporting System 
Deidentified Incident list Q4 2016 

 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 14 Nov 2016 

Incident description 
Field worker slipped while walking to the next IP station. He fell on the ground and had minor body 
pain due to the quick slip. Ground was flat but rocky in the location of the accident. He was given 1 
day of rest. 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Injury to person or persons 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type IP 

Human and system factors 
Misjudgement of risk (a person underestimated the level 

of risk in a task or operation) 

Contributing factors 
Distraction. Injured person was talking and joking with his 

co-workers. 

Mechanism of injury factors Fall on level < 1.2m (slip, trip, stumble) 

Lost person hours 8 

Number of persons injured 1 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type 
Doctor's room, emergency department or outpatient 

treatment 

Body part injured Upper limb (arm and/or hand) 

Nature of injury 
None 
Bruising 

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities 

0 

Number of hospital inpatient days 0 

Number of fatalities 0 
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Date Created 25 Jan 2017 - 12:27:38 AM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 20 Dec 2016 

Incident description 
While surveying two crew members came upon a sleeping bear in its den on line 2500N around 
station 2800E 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Identified risk 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type Magnetic 

Human and system factors wildlife 

Contributing factors Exposure to natural elements (e.g. sun and hot weather) 

Mechanism of injury factors   

Lost person hours 0 

Number of persons injured 0 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type   

Body part injured   

Nature of injury   

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities  

Number of hospital inpatient days  

Number of fatalities  

Text  
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Date Created 14 Feb 2017 - 03:40:50 AM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 18 Dec 2016 

Incident description 
while cutting and chaining L1500N one crew persons safety glasses became fogged up so they were 
low on his nose. while swinging his machete, he got a pine cone ricochet that hit his eye. He stopped 
what he was doing and called for assistance for someone to look at his injury. He was brought to the 
truck at the top of the mountain. A co worker took a look and not see any debris in his eye. His eye 
was flushed with an eye wash kit and he was instructed to put an ice pack on it to keep the swelling 
down and to relax in the truck while the rest of the crew completed the cutting. 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Injury to person or persons 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type Line cutting 

Human and system factors 
Failure to adhere to SOP (e.g. missed a step in a defined 

standard operation procedure) 

Contributing factors   

Mechanism of injury factors 
Being hit by object (object is moving and strikes a 

stationary or moving person) 

Lost person hours 4 

Number of persons injured 1 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type First aid 

Body part injured 
Head 
eye 

Nature of injury Laceration 

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities 

0 

Number of hospital inpatient days 0 

Number of fatalities 0 

Text  
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Date Created 14 Feb 2017 - 02:41:03 AM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 09 Oct 2016 

Incident description 
Team member was hammering current stakes into rocky ground. Hammer bounced/glanced off of 
stake and hit their knee. 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Near miss 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type IP 

Human and system factors 
Failure to adhere to SOP (e.g. missed a step in a defined 

standard operation procedure) 

Contributing factors use of manual tool 

Mechanism of injury factors 
Being hit by object (object is moving and strikes a 

stationary or moving person) 
Mechanical (cutting, crushing, puncturing) 

Lost person hours 0 

Number of persons injured 0 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type   

Body part injured   

Nature of injury   

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities  

Number of hospital inpatient days  

Number of fatalities  

Text  
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Date Created 14 Feb 2017 - 02:05:20 AM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 20 Oct 2016 

Incident description 
worker was carrying a 20 l jug of water and a 40 lb spool of wire while walking on slippery terrain - 
snow-covered ground with boulders and wet logs. Worker tripped on a log and fell onto a rock 
hitting head on the rock. Worker then immediately called on the radio for assistance. Team first 
aider gave directions over radio to use compression on forehead to stop bleeding, sit down and 
remain calm. Supervisor, other worker and first aid arrived shortly after. Transportation to camp 
medic for thorough assessment and treatment within 45 mins of incident. 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Injury to person or persons 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type IP 

Human and system factors 
Misjudgement of risk (a person underestimated the level 

of risk in a task or operation) 

Contributing factors Exposure to natural elements (e.g. sun and hot weather) 

Mechanism of injury factors 
Fall on level < 1.2m (slip, trip, stumble) 
Hitting object with body (moving person hits against a 

stationary object) 

Lost person hours 4 

Number of persons injured 1 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type First aid 

Body part injured Head 

Nature of injury cut 

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities 

0 

Number of hospital inpatient days 0 

Number of fatalities 0 

Text  
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Date Created 7 Feb 2017 - 03:47:39 AM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 13 Oct 2016 

Incident description 
vehicle 1 was following vehicle 2 closely on a freshly graded track. Estimated speed 2-5km/h. Bump 
from road made vehicle at the back run into vehicle in front. 

Incident location. 

Types of incident 
Identified risk 
Occurrence of damage or harm 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type Magnetic 

Human and system factors 
Procedural deficiency (standard procedure was not 

adequate to prevent harm) 

Contributing factors 
Motor vehicle or road surface (e.g. pothole caused loss of 

control) 

Mechanism of injury factors   

Lost person hours 0 

Number of persons injured 0 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type   

Body part injured   

Nature of injury   

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities  

Number of hospital inpatient days  

Number of fatalities  

Text  
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Date Created 6 Feb 2017 - 06:46:01 PM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 12 Nov 2016 

Incident description 
Side of 4x4 light vehicle got in contact with fallen tree log in forest. 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Occurrence of damage or harm 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type IP 

Human and system factors 
Misjudgement of risk (a person underestimated the level 

of risk in a task or operation) 
Loss of control of vehicle 

Contributing factors 
Motor vehicle or road surface (e.g. pothole caused loss of 

control) 

Mechanism of injury factors   

Lost person hours 0 

Number of persons injured 0 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type   

Body part injured   

Nature of injury   

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities  

Number of hospital inpatient days  

Number of fatalities  

Text  
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Date Created 6 Feb 2017 - 05:31:45 PM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 03 Dec 2016 

Incident description 
Mechanical pump and associated hoses were removed and relocated from a storage location 
without authorization. 
Items not retrieved. 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Occurrence of damage or harm 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type EM 

Human and system factors 
Misjudgement of risk (a person underestimated the level 

of risk in a task or operation) 

Contributing factors Unidentified risk 

Mechanism of injury factors   

Lost person hours 0 

Number of persons injured 0 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type   

Body part injured   

Nature of injury   

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities  

Number of hospital inpatient days  

Number of fatalities  

Text  
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Date Created 6 Feb 2017 - 03:01:10 PM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 25 Nov 2016 

Incident description 
Failed Suspension of trailer -  
Identified on arrival to site that the suspension on the trailer had failed. 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Occurrence of damage or harm 

Operational phase Mobilisation 

Survey type EM 

Human and system factors 
Failure to adhere to SOP (e.g. missed a step in a defined 

standard operation procedure) 

Contributing factors 
Mechanical failure (e.g. failure of a structure, mechanical 

breakdown or other physical fault of equipment) 

Mechanism of injury factors   

Lost person hours 0 

Number of persons injured 0 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type   

Body part injured   

Nature of injury   

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities  

Number of hospital inpatient days  

Number of fatalities  

Text  
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Date Created 6 Feb 2017 - 02:58:34 PM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 13 Nov 2016 

Incident description 
Operator has noticed sever vibration of steering while during mobilisation. 
Front drivers side tyre was worn and had a build up of mud and debris causing an imbalance. 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Identified risk 

Operational phase Mobilisation 

Survey type EM 

Human and system factors Identified Risk - 

Contributing factors Exposure to natural elements (e.g. sun and hot weather) 

Mechanism of injury factors   

Lost person hours 0 

Number of persons injured 0 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type   

Body part injured   

Nature of injury   

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities  

Number of hospital inpatient days  

Number of fatalities  

Text  
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Date Created 6 Feb 2017 - 02:46:42 PM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 25 Oct 2016 

Incident description 
Operator miscalculated the risk during Survey Set Up process, and caused a vehicle interaction with 
flora 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Occurrence of damage or harm 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type EM 

Human and system factors 
Misjudgement of risk (a person underestimated the level 

of risk in a task or operation) 

Contributing factors Inexperience of person involved 

Mechanism of injury factors   

Lost person hours 0 

Number of persons injured 0 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type   

Body part injured   

Nature of injury   

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities  

Number of hospital inpatient days  

Number of fatalities  

Text  
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Date Created 6 Feb 2017 - 02:35:56 PM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 15 Dec 2016 

Incident description 
Two men were cutting and chaining L3500N working from east to west when they came across a 
30M cliff. They had to back track and try walk around the cliff but it didn't seem to get any lower or 
less steep. They slowly started descending at a very shallow angle in the thick trees to prevent them 
from slipping. Half way down the mountain the trees became sparse. One of the guys began slipping 
and with nothing to grab onto he slipped down the hill about 25meters building up speed and finally 
managed to grab onto a tree and stop himself just meters away from a cliff. Once they got to the 
bottom of the cliff they realized it was a small mine shaft at the bottom. The guys gave up trying to 
navigate that section on the mountain as it is unsafe with the amount of snow and not being able to 
see good foot placement. They found a road and followed the road system back to the truck. 

Types of incident 
Identified risk 
Near miss 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type 
Magnetic 
IP 
Gravity 

Human and system factors 
Misjudgement of risk (a person underestimated the level 

of risk in a task or operation) 

Contributing factors Exposure to natural elements (e.g. sun and hot weather) 

Mechanism of injury factors Fall from height > 1.2m 

Lost person hours 0 

Number of persons injured 0 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type   

Body part injured   

Nature of injury   

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities  

Number of hospital inpatient days  

Number of fatalities  
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Date Created 3 Feb 2017 - 09:13:17 AM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 08 Dec 2016 

Incident description 
one member of the crew was climbing the mountain on L3800N heading east. Came upon a thick 
patch of trees when chaining so put his head down to push his way through the branches and 
walked into a fallen log that went under his hood and stabbed the top of his head. He instantly 
stopped and when he put his hand on the injured spot there was blood so he called for someone to 
come inspect the wound to assess if it would require stitches. Being uncertain how deep the wound 
was, he was sent to the clinic for the doctor to have a look. 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Injury to person or persons 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type 
Magnetic 
IP 
Gravity 

Human and system factors 
Misjudgement of risk (a person underestimated the level 

of risk in a task or operation) 

Contributing factors Exposure to natural elements (e.g. sun and hot weather) 

Mechanism of injury factors 
Hitting object with body (moving person hits against a 

stationary object) 

Lost person hours 4 

Number of persons injured 1 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type 
Doctor's room, emergency department or outpatient 

treatment 

Body part injured Head 

Nature of injury Laceration 

Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities 

0 

Number of hospital inpatient days 0 

Number of fatalities 0 
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Date Created 3 Feb 2017 - 09:01:04 AM 

Current quarter 2016 Q4 

Company identifier  

Incident Date 21 Nov 2016 

Incident description 
two crew members were picking up wire on the last day of the project crossing the lake to get to the 
north east end of the grid. the visibility was good and it was a clear day that day. there was at least 4 
inches of good ice on the lake, enough for a person walking. when the skidoo, carrying two 
passengers, was nearing the shore the skidoo hit a bad patch of ice and the front ski broke through 
thin layer of top ice where water had formed underneath and handlebars turned sharply as this 
happened. The skidoo was traveling at a low rate of speed according to the driver. Both riders were 
thrown from the skidoo to one side and the skidoo rolled over onto the rib cage of the front rider. 
the rider on the back of the skidoo was not injured and was able to right the skidoo and transport 
the injured rider back to camp. It was determined that the worker should be seen by a doctor as he 
was experiencing some discomfort. due to the time of day, it was decided that the injured worker 
would be driven down to La Ronge by one of the other workers and that they would try and get in to 
see a doctor on the following day. 

Incident location 
 

Types of incident Injury to person or persons 

Operational phase Surveying 

Survey type IP 

Human and system factors 
Misjudgement of risk (a person underestimated the level 

of risk in a task or operation) 
Loss of control of vehicle 

Contributing factors 
Motor vehicle or road surface (e.g. pothole caused loss of 

control) 

Mechanism of injury factors Vehicle loss of control 

Lost person hours 24 

Number of persons injured 1 

Injury event 
The following section is required where one or more persons have suffered an injury, no matter how 
minor, as a result of this incident. 

Treatment type 
Doctor's room, emergency department or outpatient 

treatment 

Body part injured Trunk (includes back) 

Nature of injury Fracture 
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Number of persons with permanent 
disabilities 

0 

Number of hospital inpatient days 0 

Number of fatalities 0 

 


